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Honorable  J.  Hugo  Aronson 

Governor 

Deair  Governor  Aronson: 

Pursuant  to  Section  92-8U2,  Revised  Codes  of  Montana,  19^7> 
we  are  transmitting  here^/ith  the  forty-first  annual  report  of  the 
Industrial  Accident  Board. 

Yotirs  truly, 


/s/   Robert  F.  Svfanberg 
Chairman 


ATTEST: 


/s/   Oliver  Sullivan 

Commissioner 


/s/   Albert  H.  Kruse 
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ILIDUSTRIAL  ACCIDENT  BOARD 

Helena^  Montana 

Financial  Statement  of  the 
Industrial  Accident  Fund 

June  30,  1956 

.'•"i^SETS: 

Industrial  Accident  Fu.nd        $   67(;,U67.67 
Les3  Outstandins  Warrants  90,7^9.2? 

Total  Cash  in  Ti-easiry  .    $  579^711.^0 

Reser-ye  Fund  Investrr.entfs  $   6^  1+23,500. 00 

Defaulted  Bonds  i,9^97U.95 

Second  Injury  Fund  Investment    10 , OOP . 00 

Totc-.l  Investnentn  $6,^83,I^7-.^.95 

Total  Cash  and  Investments  $7,063,163.35 


LIABILITIES: 


Frenuum  Income  $38,790,061.82 

Recoveries  iron  Jtidgemeiits  1^7; 302.67 


$38,373,364.ii9 


Less  CoiTipensation  Paid  $3^,271, UU5.ij-6 

Less  Exchange  Paid 13.00 

$3^^,271.^58.1+6 
Net  Premiujn  Income  $^,665,590.03 

Initial  Deposits  i+lii-,l4-6i+.66 

Special  Deposits  7,135-84 

Interest  Earned  $  1,968,686.78 

Discount  Earned  3.380 -06 

DiscuVLnt  Accumulated  3.6o9-$3 

Total  Earnings  $1,975,676.82 

Total  Net  Incowe  $7; 063,183. 35 

Tutal  Fixed  and  Estimated  Liability  2, U25, 050.25 


Sui-plus  in  Industrial  Reserve  Fvjnd. 

for  any  Contingency  $1+,  638, 133 .  10 


A  suiTmary  of  the  activities  of  the  Montana  Industrial  Accident  Board  is  set 
forth  in  this  forty-first  annual  report  for  the  period  of  July  1,  1955  through 
Jtine  30,    1956.   It  is  comprised  cf  statistical  tables  covering  all  the  accidents 
reported  during  the  year,  the  reports  cf  the  B'Ji'eau  of  Safety;  and  a  stunmari- 
aation  of  the  year's  activities. 

BENEFITS  PAID 

Plan  III  (state  Fiind)  disbursements  for  compensation  and  medical  care  reach- 
ed a  total  of  K^2,'jkj,Q^d.l&   for  the  fiscal  period,  showing  an  increase  of  about 
$500 ,.000  over  last  year's  total  disbursements  of  $2,2k-'J ,1^6.^'J .     More  than  p'-^'Jo 
of  this  increase  was  in  pa;yments  for  permanent  partial  disability,  which  showed 
an  increase  of  $282,51+6.22. 

Disbursements  for  Plan  I  ( self -insured)  totalled  ^'Jll,109.k'J ,    an  increase 
of  $5^^706.55  over  last  year's  total,  or  about  &fo. 

Plan  II  (private  carriers)  disbursements  totalled  $1,^51,65^+. 32.  This  is 
an  increase  cf  $92,90^.40  over  the  total  paid  a  year  ago,  or  about  7^- 

CLAII-IS  FILED 

The  total  number  of  claims  filed  by  all  plans  were  up  about  ^^o  with  a  com- 
bined total  cf  3,712.  Individually,  Plan  I  claims  were  up  26/0  (l,008).  Plan  II 
claims  v;ere  up  a  little  more  than  1^  (l,2i+5)j  and  Plan  III  showed  little  change 
with  an  increase  of  about  .6^  (l,i|-59)-   Total  accidents  reported  were  up  Tfo. 

SECOID  INJUPY  FUm 

There  were  no  injuries  reported  v/hich  proved  to  be  "second-injury"  cases 
d'oring  the  past  year  from  the  standpoint  of  compensability. 

The  death  cf  single  persons  with  no  dependents  brought  a  total  of  $3^000 
into  the  fund.  Two  refunds  were  m.ade  to  carriers  vrhen  a  dependent  filed  a  claim 
after  pa;/m.ent  had  been  made  to  the  second  injury  fund.  The  fund's  cash  balance 
as  cf  June  30,  I956  was  $17,639.81.   Incurred  liability  totalled  $1^,793.50, 
leaving  an  unencumbered  surplus  of  $3^ 8^+6. 31- 

STATE  FUND  PREMHIM 

The  premium  income  of  the  state  fund  reached  a  new  high  with  a  total  of 
$2,395,716.56,  an  increase  of  $205,232.i+0,  about  lO/o  over  a  year  ago.  A  total 
of  $17^,965  in  interest  received,  brought  the  fund's  income  to  a  grand  total  of 
$2,570,681.56  for  the  year. 

RATES 

It  was  necessary  for  the  board  to  increase  the  premium  rates  \ander  Plan  III 
(state  Fvind)  in  I8  classifications,  and  in  5  classifications  it  v/as  possible  to 
decrease  the  rates .   The  amount  of  change  ranged  from  ten  cents  to  one  dollar 
per  hundred  dollars  payroll. 


Rates  for  the  more  hazardous  classification's  continued  to  increase,  some 
of  which  have  become  almost  prohibitive.   Benefits  will  no  doubt  continue  to  in- 
crease so  long  as  the  cost  of  living  remains  at,  or  greater  than,  the  present 
level,  and  this  of  course,  will  affect  the  cost  of  insurance.   In  order  to  show 
any  great  reduction  in  preniiim  rtites  we  vfill  have  to  concentrate  on  the  most 
effective,  and  certainly  the  most  beneficial  factor  involved,  "accident  preven- 
tion". A  reduction  in  injuries  and  their  severity  can  definitely  show  a  de- 
crease in  benefit  costs  with  a  resulting  decrease  in  premium  costs. 

SAFETY 

There  was  considerable  activity  in  the  safety  field  during  the  past  year. 
A.  coniprehensive  report  of  these  activities  has  been  made  by  the  Bureau  of  Safety 
and  will  be  included  in  a  separate  section  of  this  report. 

COVERAGE 

The  number  of  firms  covered  by  worki;ien's  compensation  in  Montana  at  the 
close  of  the  forty-first  fiscal  year  was  again  at  an  all-time  high  with  a  total 
of  13;C19  as  compared  to  12,U85  a  year  ago. 

Little  change  was  noted  under  Plan  I.  Three  ne\:   firms  enrolled  and  five 
cancelled  their  coverage  for  a  total  of  66  firms  covered. 

Plan  II  coverage  increased  from  ^,5^+9  firms  a  year  ago  to  ij-,57^-  A  total 
of  991  "'="''  firmo  were  enrolled  and  9^6  fxrras  cancelled  their  coverage  for  a  net 
increa:ie  of  23  firms . 

Snroll-nent  under  Plan  III  totalled  8,379  firms.  A  total  of  1,3^6  appli- 
cations wervi  approved  and  635  cancellations  were  processed  for  a  net  increase 
of  511. 

ACCIDENTS  REPORTED 

Prior  to  this  year  a  com.pari5on  of  injuries  to  the  num.ber  of  persons  em- 
ployed 1 \s  uot  been  possible.   Such  a  comparison  has  been  attempted  this  year, 
c.nd  wh^l;  it  V'ill  be  general  in  nature,  it  should  give  a  more  substantial  basis 
:'or  determining  the  accident  rate  in  the  various  industries.  The  injuries  used 
"i.'ill  be  only  those  resulting  in  the  loss  of  time  from  the  job  for  more  than  one- 
La  If  day,  rvMl   the  employment  figures  will  be  the  estimated  figures  released  by 
u':^  Uncm-olcyment  Compensation  Commission,  as  ammended  for  the  year  of  1955;  and 
ecrilvdin';  agriculttire.  Rates  shoi-m  are  the  number  of  loss -time  injuries  per 
•■-.ioasand  workers,  and  does  not  represent  the  total  reportable  injuries  for  the 
fiscal  year.  A  reportable  injury  in  Montana  is  any  injury  requiring  medical 
attention,  irregardless  of  whether  or  not  a  loss  of  time  resulted. 

Mineral  Extraction 

The  over -all  rate  for  the  extraction  of  minerals  v;as  109  injuries  per 
1,000  workers . 


3. 


In  a  more  detailed  Picture  we  find  the  folloianr^ 


o* 


Metal  mining  99 

Coal,  quarrying  and  nonraetallic  90 
Petroleum^  natia-al  gas  production, 

including  contract  services  15 

Of  the  total  injuries  reported  by  firms  enj3aged  in  the  extraction  of  min- 
erals, p3/i  resulted  in  a  loss  of  time  from  the  job. 

Contract  Construction 

There  were  ll8  injviries  per  1,000  workers  in  building  construction;  159 
per  1,000  in  construction  other  than  building;  and  special  trade  construction 
experienced  97  injuries  per  1,000  workers..  The  aggregate  rate  for  all  construc- 
tion was  122.  Of  a  grand  total  of  3^668  reportable  injuries,  1,3^5  or  },G^o   \/ere 
loss-time  injuries. 

Manuf actur  ing 

■  ■—   -   ■  I.   ■    ■  ■        ^,,  ■■■Ml-  ^   ■   ■■ 

There  were  5^213  reportable  work  injuries  reported  by  manufacturing  con- 
cerns of  all  kinds,  ^1';^  (2,1^+^)  were  lost-time  cases.  The  overall  manufactuj-- 
ing  rate  v/as  105  injuries  per  thousand  v/orkers.  Food  and  kindred  products  had 
a  rate  of  82  injuries  per  thousand;  primary  metal  industries  56;  and  petroleum 
refining  only  I.3  injijries  per  thousand  workers  employed. 

Other  combined  manufactvirers  of  durable  goods,  (metal  products;  stone, 
clay  and  concrete  products,  machinery,  etc.)  indicated  95  per  thousand.  Non- 
durable goods,  (printing  and  publishing;  chemicals,  etc.)  indicated  35  loss- 
time  injuries  per  thousand  v/oi'kers.   (This  is  possibly  not  too  acciirate  be- 
cause of  the  limited  activity  in  Montana  in  many  of  the  manufacturing  sub- 
divisions.) It  will  no  doubt  fluctuate  considerably  from  year  to  year. 

Transportation,  Utilities,  and  Communications 

Transportation  excluding  interstate  rai]j"oads,  experienced  7I  injuries  per 
thousand  workers. 

Utilities  and  communications  cannot  be  rated  due  to  differences  in  tabulat- 
ing methods  of  the  Industrial  Accident  Board  and  the  Unemployment  Commission. 

Trade 

All  types  of  trade  combined  showed  3I  injuries  per  thousand  v;orkers,  '.whole- 
sale trade  had  21;  retail  trade  had  31-  Automotive  dealers,  filling  stations, 
and  pai'ts  and  accessory  dealers  combined  as  a  retail  sub-division  had  52  injuries 
per  thousand  persons  employed.  Other  retail  classificationg  were  as  follows: 


k. 


Eating  and  drinking  places  2k 

Food  stores  8 

General  merchandise  and  apparel  12 

All  other  retail  trade  3^ 

Reportable  injuries  totalled  ^,331  and  29/o  resulted  in  a  loss  of  time. 

Finance,  Insurance,  and  Real  Estate 

Only  8U  injuries  were  reported  in  this  category,  21  of  which  were  lost- 
time  injvjTies,  for  a  ratio  of  '+  injuries  to  every  1,000  persons  employed. 

Service  and  Government 


Service  industries  of  all  types  experienced  22  injuries  per  thousand  workers. 
Here  again  it  is  not  possible  to  obtain  any  detailed  breakdo\-.Ti  due  to  differences 
in  tabulating. 

Goverrunental  agencies  had  approximately  an  over -all  rate  of  l6  loss -time 
injuries  per  thousand  employees. 

AGENCY 

Uorking  Siu'faces  were  in  first  place  as  crippling  agencies  this  year,  with 
a  totc.l  of  3j>20^  injuries.  This  represents  15. ^o  of  all  injuries  reported.  A 
year  ago  this  agency  group  v;as  in  second  place  Wuth  a  total  of  2,08^  injuries. 
I'/hile  the  over-all  total  increased  a  little  more  than  7^;  the  injuries  resulting 
from  working  surfaces  increased  about  35/^-   The  condition  of  the  ^rorking  sui-face 
at  the  time  of  injvry  \ras   given  in  only  k^^o   of  the  cases  reported.  Of  these  we 
found  tha.t  snow  or  ice  existed  in  Sk'^   cases;  in  206  cases  there  was  evidence  of 
collapse  and  st2"uctural  failia-e;  289  were  v/et  or  slippery  due  to  water;  openings 
in,  steep  incline  and  v/axed  surfaces  acccvmted  for  81,  Jl,    26,  and  20  respectively. 
In  6  canes  there  was  evidence  of  a  lack  of  inadequate  railings  and  guards. 

Hand  Tools  went  from  first  to  second  place  as  the  most  common  agency  cate- 
gory with  a  total  of  2,701  cases  or  12.Sffo   of  the  injuries  reported.   This  repre- 
sents only  a  minor  increase  over  last  year's  figure  and  taking  into  consideration 
the  Increase  in  the  total  nuirber  of  injuries  reported  would  indicate  an  actual 
decline  in  accidents  resulting  from  hand  tools.   It  was  I'ound  that  in  almost  half 
of  the  cases  (l,3*-'^');  "the  tool  glanced  or  slipped  \7hile  in  use.  Chips  and  part- 
icles set  in  motion  by  the  tool  accounted  for  k26:   welding  flashes  9^-'  breaking 
in  use  93;  and  the  material  v/orked  on  81. 

Trees,  Logs,  and  Lmnber  were  charged  with  1;657  a-s  against  1,^97  a  year  ago. 
Percentage  \.'ise,  this  does  not  indicate  too  great  an  increase. 

Machines  of  all  kinds  constituted  T-lfo   of  the  total  with  1,^76  injuries,  a 
decline  of  a  little  more  than  1^.  As  near  as  could  be  determined  the  machine 
parts  involved  were  as  follov/s: 


Point  of  operation,  chips  or  particles  3^5 

Point  of  operation,  other  298 

Frame  or  bed  126 

Belts,  pulleys,  cables,  gears,  chains,  sprockets,  etc.    65 

Stock,  material,  kickbacks  k2 

Stock,  material,  other  hO 

Starting  devices  37 

Feeding  devices  31 

Attire  of  employee  3^ 

Vehicles,  were  responsible  for  1,U21  or  6.8fj  of  the  total,  a  slight  decline 
from  last  year.  About  one-third  of  the  cases  involved  vehicles  in  motion. 

Under  a  general  Miscellaneous  agency  heading,  a  total  of  ^,959  accidents  were 
I'eported.  The  most  common  were: 

Stones  and  rocks  56? 

Metal  -  stock,  scrap,  sheet,  etc.                     317 

Nails,  tacks,  etc.  258 

Pipe  2if6 

Doors  and  gates  236 

Fiorniture  2G8 

Stock  parts,  machines,  vehicles,  etc.                 162 

Tires  and/cr  wheel  l82 

Flying  Particles  unassigned  to  a  parent  agency  continued  to  be  a  common 
agency  vith  1,1C2  cases,  about  i?";o  of  the  total  injuries  reported. 

ACCIDENT  TYPE 

Struck  by  or  striking  against  machines  or  objects  was  the  most  common  type 
of  accident  with  a  total  of  9^0^9  cases  or  ^3o/^5-  A  year  ago  this  type  accounted 
for  8,723  or  ^5^3.  Falling  and  flying  objects,  including  those  set  in  motion  by 
machines  accounted  for  21^. 

Falls  were  the  second  largest  group  representing  21.5'/o  of  all  accidents  with 
a  total  of  4,^96  cases,  an  incx-ease  of  2^  over  last  year. 

Strain  or  overexertion  represented  12.h'fo   of  the  total  injuries  reported. 
Out  of  2,59C'  cases  chai'ged  to  this  category,  3  out  of  5  resulted  from  lifting  or 
lowering.  A  year  ago  this  t;^'pe  represented  13'7'J^  of  the  total  injuries  reported. 

Caught  in,  on,  or  between  objects  or  machines,  was  the  accident  type  in 
1,365  cases  or  6.5fo  of  the  total,  and  showed  little  change  from  last  year. 

Accidents  Involving  moving  motor  vehicles  totalled  ^+78,  or  2.3^3  of  the  total 
and  shewed  little  change  from  the  previous  year. 


NATURE  OF  INJURY  ME)   BODY  PART  AFFECTED 

Strains,  sprains,  and  dislocations  represented  27^j  of  all  injuries  ^/ith 
a  total  of  3^635,  followed  "cy  cuts,  lacerations,  and  piinctures  with  ^1,698  or 
22.5^.  Bruises  and  ccntvjsions  came  next  with  3j^'^9  injuries  or  16.3^  of  the 
total . 

Injuries  to  the  upper  extremities  of  the  body  were  again  the  most  commonly 
affected  body  parts  \.ith  a  total  of  6,85^   injur iesj  about  half  of  which  were 
injurien  to  the  fingers. 

A  total  of  3,65^  injuries  or  17'5^  affected  the  back  and  spinal  column  and 
eye  injuries  of  all  types  reached  a  total  of  2;559- 

Miscellaneous  Factors 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  most  injuries  occurred  between  the  ours  of  10  and 
11  A.M.  and  3  and  k   P.M.  This  vras  true  last  year  and  seems  to  be  the  case  on 
a  national  scale  also.   The  aorning  hours  nhould  give  us  some  food  for  thought. 
V.Tiy,  when  it  would  be  expected  that  a  person  is  rested,  that  temperatures  should 
be  more  agreeable,  should  injuries  be  the  most  frequent  at  this  time?  Fr.tigue 
and  heat,  of  course,  could  be  the  prime  fa.cturs  in  the  afternoon  hours. 

Injuries  by  geographic  location  vary  greatly  according  to  industrial  class- 
ifications.  Counties  reporting  5^  or  more  are  as  follows: 

Yellowstone  2,803  or  13.Ufo 

Silver  Bow  1,937  or  9.3^0 

Cascade  1,833  or  8.8fo 

Missoula  1>799  or  8.6/0 

Flathead  1,527  or  7-3/o 

A  total  of  19,^31  I'T'-S''^  were  injured  and  1,!+21  v;oraen.  Marital  status  of  men 
indicates  that  only  1  out  of  k   are  single.   The  ratio  for  women  indicated  that 
3  in  every  5  were  married.  The  age  of  those  injured  v/as  quite  evenly  distri- 
buted bet-.;een  20  and  kh   years  of  age.  The  ages  of  25  through  29  was  the  largest 
group  represented  of  the  total  injuries. 

Permanent  Disability 

Cases  causing  pai'tial  permanent  disability  were  up  35^,  803  cases  as  com- 
pai'ed  to  521  lest  year.  Of  this  total  679  were  proven  disabling  to  some  degree 
of  permanency  after  the  first  report,  12^  were  classified  as  permanent  at  the 
time  of  the  first  report.  Body  part  affected  is  shov;n  on  the  follov/ing  table. 

Body  Location 

Head 

Eyes 

Ear 

Fingers 

Hand  and  Wrist 


P.P.  at 

Tran 

of erred 

7o  of 

first  report 

fr 

era  T.T. 

Total 

Total 

37 

37 

k.6 

7 

20 

27 

3.3 

5 

6 

11 

1.3 

99 

53 

152 

18.9 

2. 

ko 

42 

5.2 

7. 
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.  at 

.Transferred 

io  of 

Body  Location      fir; 

;t 

report 

from  T. 

T. 

Total 

Total 

Arm 

5 

53 

58 

7.2 

Shoulder 

15 

15 

1.8 

Toes 

1 

11 

12 

l.k 

Fooo  and  Ankle 

1 

kk 

^5 

5.6 

Leg 

1 

112 

113 

1^.1 

Internal  Organs ,  Abdominal 

Region  or  Trunk;  N.O.C. 

21 

21 

2.6 

Heart 

3 

3 

Back  and  Sr>inal  Coluiiin 

1 

199 

200 

2k.9 

Body  General 

1 

66 

67 

8.3 

Total 
Permanent  Total  Disability 


12 1+ 


679 


803 


100.0 


Eleven,  cases  were  rated  as  totally  disabling,  only  1  more  than  a  yeai'  ago. 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS 

There  was  a  12f)  decrease  in  fatal  injuries  re"ported  vath  a  total  of  77  s-s 
compared  to  87  a  year  ago. 

Fatalities  in  the  Mining  Industry  totalled  23  or  two  more  than  last  year. 

Logging  and  sa-vmill  operations  reported  17;  two  more  than  last  year. 

Other  manufactva-ing  industries  reported  5  deaths. 

Governmental  agencies  reported  12;  contract  construction  6;  transportation, 
communications;  and  utilities  5^  agriculture  U;  trade  establishments  3 J  ^^'^ 
service  industries  2. 

A  total  of  21  deaths  were  attributed  to  heart  failure  or  heart  disease. 
This  is  an  increase  of  6  over  last  year's  total.   It  must  be  rem.eraberedj  ho\/ever, 
that  not  a-li  of  these  \:ill  prove  to  be  compensable. 


Fiscal  Year 

Plan  I 

19^6-i^7 

2U 

19^7-^8 

Ik 

19^8-i+9 

22 

19i+9-50 

23 

1950-51 

32 

1951-52 

21 

1952-53 

2k 

1953-5i^ 

22 

195^-55 

21 

1955-56 

21 

NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS  REPORTED  19^^6-1956 

Plan  II         Plan  III 


Total 


16 

28 

68 

7 

25 

1^6 

26 

35 

83 

2k 

29 

76 

33 

30 

95 

28 

32 

81 

26 

23 

73 

22 

2k 

68 

25 

kl 

87 

23 

33 

77 

The  direct  or  indirect  cause  of  death  in  the  major  industry  classifications 
were  found  to  be  as  follows. 

Agriculture 

Heart  Attack  2 

Plane  Crash  1 

Automobile  Accident  1 


Mineral  Extraction 


Fall  of  ground,  cave -ins  8 

Mine  cars  and  motors  5 

Heart  attack  3 

Bad  air  or  asphyxiation  2 

Truck  accidents  2 

Falls  into  shafts  1 

Railroad  train  1 

Structural  failure  of  chute  1 


Contract  Construction 


Heart  Attack  2 

Caught  in  machinery  1 

Cave-ins  or  slides  1 

Vehicle  accident  1 

Not  certain  1 


Manufacturing 


Loading  and  i;iiloading  trucks  6 

Heart  attack  5 

Falls  from  equipment  2 

Caught  in  machinery  2 

Falling  trees  and  snags  2 

Molten  metal  2 

Collapse  of  structures  1 

Vehicular  accidents  1 

Explosion  and  fire  1 

Not  certain  1 

Transportation  and  Utilities 

Airplane  crash  1 

Electrocution  3 

Heart  Attack  1 


Trade 


Service 


Vehicular  accidents  2 

Heart  attack  2 


Vehicular  accident  1 

Heart  attack  1 


Government 

Heart  Attack  6 

Vehicular  accidents  3 

Falls  1 

Caught  in  machinery  1 

Not  Certain  1 

Claims  were  filed  for  the  benefit  of  dependents  in  6l  cases.   Number  of 
dependents  ranged  from  1  to  8.   The  average  number  of  dependents  per  case  was 
th-ree.   A  total  of  h'J   cases  had  two  or  more. 

The  average  age  of  the  fatal  cases  reported  v/as  h^. 

There  ai-e  many  factors  involved  in  any  accident  that  cannnt  easily  be  de- 
scribed in  tabulated  fcrin.   It  is,  of  course,  not  possible  to  give  a  brief  hist- 
ory of  each  accident  when  several  thousand  are  being  svunmaxized,  however,  on  the 
following  pages  we  have  attempted  to  picture  briefly  the  deaths  reported  to  the 
Boai'd  during  the  past  year,  showing  the  nature  of  injury,  and  as  much  as  poss- 
ible the  contributing  factors.  Also,  included  are  the  occupation  title  of  the 
deceased,  marital  status  and  the  number  of  dependents.   A  careful  study  of  the 
Eumraary  should  give  a  clearer  picture  of  the  deaths  reported.   It  sould  be 
remembered  that  in  many  cases  our  information  v/as  limited  and  sjrae  of  the  con- 
tributing factors  listed  are  to  some  extent  assumption  on  our  part. 


10. 


INDUSTRIES  REPORTING  FATALITIES 
July  1955-J-ane  1956 

Industry  No.  Fatals 

Agriculture  k 

Mineral  Extraction 

Metal  or  hardrock  mining  21 
Crude  petroleum  and  natural  gas  production. 

(including  contract  services)  1 

Other  non-metallic  mining  and  quarrying  1 

Contract  Construction 

General  construction,  building  1 

General  construction,  not  building  h 

Special  trade  construction  1 

Manufacturing 

Beverages  1 

Limiber  manufacturing,  logging  and  savmills  17 

Concrete,  gj.'psum  and  plaster  products.  1 

Sm.elting  and  refining  of  metals  3 


Transportation,  Communication,  and  Utilities 

Air  transportation  services.  1 

Electric  and  gas  utilities  k 

Trade 

V/holesale  food  and  produce.  1 

Retail  eating  and  drinking.  1 

Retail  machinery  and  equipment.  1 


Service 


Commissary  services  1 

Non-profit  membership  organization  1 


Government 


State 

Highway  department.  5 

Other  State  agencies.  1 

Local 

Police  protection  2 

Road  and  Street  h 

TOTAI.  77 
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COHP.'U^ISON  OF  ALL  ACCIDENTS 
BY  PLAI'l  AND  TYPE  OF  DISABILITY 


PLAN  I 


I 

Number  of 

Per  Cent 

Ac^ 

cidents 

of  Total 

Temporary  Total 

1,962 

97.1 

Permanent  Partial 

39 

1.9 

Permanent  Total 

0 

.0 

Fatal 

21 

1.0 

TOTAL  2,022  100.0 


PLA^I  II 


Temporary  Total 

7,753 

99.2 

Permanent  Partial 

i^2 

.5 

Permanent  Total 

0 

.0 

Fatal 

23 

.3 

TOTAL  7,818       100.00 


PLAN 

III 

Temporary 

Total 

10, 

.936 

99 

.3 

Permanent 

Partial 

^+3 

.h 

Permanent 

Total 

1 

.0 

Fatal 

33 

TOTAL  11,012       100.0 


ALL  PLANS 


Temporary  Total 

&0;65u 

99-0 

Permanent  Partial 

12i+ 

.6 

Permanent  Total 

1 

.0 

Fatal 

77 

.k 

TOTAL  20;  85  2       100.0 

NOTE:   The  above  table  does  not  include  transfers  to  a 
different  degree  of  disability. 


26. 


COMPARISON  OF  NEW  FIEMS  OVER  TEN  FISCAL  YEARS 
(Net  Increase  Each  Year  Over  Previous  Year) 


Fiscal  Year 

Plan  I 
3 

Plan  II 
205 

Plan  III 
537 

Total 

ig'+e-i^T 

7^3 

19i+7_U8 

9 

5i^3 

330 

882 

19i^8-U9 

-5 

655 

156 

806 

19U9-50 

1 

663 

136 

800 

1950-51 

0 

U53 

255 

708 

1951-52 

2 

115 

I116 

533 

1952-53 

7 

-k6 

561 

522 

195  3 -5^+ 

k 

-109 

336 

231 

195^^-55 

3 

213 

7^3 

959 

1955-56 

-2 

25 

511 

33h 

NWffiER  OF  FIRMS  CARRYING  WORKMAN'S  COMPENSATION  INSURANCE 
(Ten  Year  Comparison) 


Fiscal  Year 

Plan  I 

Plan  II 

Plan  III 

Total 

191^6-1^7 

hi 

2,062 

i^..92l 

7,030 

19'+7-'+8 

56 

2,605 

5.251 

7,912 

l9^8-ii9 

51 

3,260 

5,^07 

8,718 

19^9-50 

52 

3,923 

5,5i^3 

9,532 

1950-51 

52 

^376 

5,812 

10,2U0 

1951-52 

^h 

l+,U91 

6,628 

10,773 

1953-53 

61 

hM5 

6,789 

11,295 

1953-5^ 

65 

i^,336 

7,125 

11,526 

195^-55 

68 

^,5^9 

7,868 

12,U85 

1955-56 

66 

k,3lh 

8,379 

13,019 

27. 


COlFARISOi!  OF  LOST  TIIIE  AilD  MO  LOST  Ti;;!: 

BY 

llirUSTRY 

July  1955  -  June  1956 


I NDUSTRY 
tRANSPORTATlON,    COriVUN  ICAT  lOr' ,    AND    UTILITIES   -  CONT. 

Local  railway  w.d   bus  limes 

Publicly  operated 

Privately  oumed 
Trucking  ahd  warehousing 

Trucking  (except  log  or  limber  hauling) 

Cold  storage  plants 

Trucking  and  storage 

VIareho  using 

GRAtM  elevators 

Other  combi-xd  trucking  and  warehousing 
Other  transpoptatio:' 

Bus  lines  other  than  city  and  suburban 

AfR  transportation  (corxiON  carrier) 

Taxicabs 

Pipe-line  tpmispo station  (excl.  nat,  gas) 
Services  allied  to  transportation 

Air  transportation  services 

Other  TRANSPonTATiON  services 
Telephone  At'o  telegraph 
Clectric  and  gas  utilities 

Publicly  operated 

Privately  owned 
Water,  heat,  and  sanitary  services  (  k'CL,  publicly 
and  privately  operated) 

VIater  supply  systems 

Irrigation  systems 

Sanitary  systems 

TRADE 


V!  hole  SALE 

Scrap  ;ietal  salvage 

autoriotive  parts,  tires,  and  accessories 
Chemicals,  drugs,  and  allied  products 
Produce  and  food 
Electrical  goods  and  appliances 
iIachinerv,  professional  and  service  equipment 
hardware,  and  pll'mon'G  and  heating. 
Petholelm  nuLK  tank  stations 

Packers  and  shipper'-,  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetadi.es 
Sales  branches,  agents,  and  rrokers 
Livestock  auction  co-jpanies,  incl,  yards  and  feeding 
Other  wholesale  trade 
V.'holesale  and  retail  trade  combined 

LttlBER    AND    nUILDirwG    MATERIAL    DEALERS 

Dairies 

Other  wholesale  and  retail  trade  co';bi"ed 
Retail 

Retail  general  [ierchandise 

Retail  food  and  liquor  stores  (incl.  dairy  products) 

Automotive  dealers  incl.  parts  and  accessories 

Retail  clothing  including  shoes 

Furniture,  appliances,  radio,  t.v. 

Eating  and  drinking  places 

Gasoline  filling  stations 

Hardware,  implement  and  machinery  dealers 

Other  retail  trade 

FIMAl'Cr.  INSLRArirE  AHD  REAL  ESTATE 


n nance  and  insurance 
Real  estate 


No  Lost 

Time 

Lost  Time: 

Undeter- 

Total 

1 NJUR 1 ES 

Injuries 

mined 

16 

11 

5 

4 

3 

1 

- 

12 

8 

4 

- 

580 

313 

237 

30 

288 

150 

125 

13 

25 

18 

6 

1 

124 

56 

54 

4 

11 

3 

5 

3 

129 

74 

46 

9 

3 

2 

1 

- 

58 

36 

19 

3 

18 

12 

6 

- 

■    9 

7 

2 

- 

19 

7 

9 

3 

12 

10 

2 

- 

15 

9 

6 

- 

14 

9 

5 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

104 

89 

14 

1 

185 

1Z6 

56 

3 

91 

60 

29       •: 

2 

94 

66 

27 

1 

123 

76 

44 

3 

41 

29 

12 

- 

40 

24 

15 

1 

42 

23 

.  17 

2 

4., ^31, 

2,P4q 

1 ,766     ; 

215 

535 

317 

185       i 

33 

43 

25 

15 

3 

63 

39 

19      ; 

5 

14 

10 

4 

- 

99 

53 

35 

10 

20 

16 

4 

- 

39 

23 

12       \ 

4 

81 

52 

28 

1 

18 

10 

7 

1 

19 

14 

5 

- 

84 

39 

39 

6 

55       ■ 

36 

16 

3 

399 

271    . 

114     ■; 

14 

252 

163 

80        i 

9 

139 

101   : 

33        i 

5 

8 

'     7 

1 

- 

3,397 

2,261    ■■ 

967       ; 

169 

266       . 

'l77    • 

72 

17 

'559       i 

377    i 

148 

34    . 

1 ,073 

773    : 

244 

56 

25       : 

16    ; 

6 

3 

110       : 

83    i 

24 

3 

411 

203    i 

187 

21     ■ 

251       i 

171    i 

75 

5     ■ 

573 

381    1 

167 

25       : 

129       i 

80    1 

44       r 

5 

BA      \ 

(aO   1 

21 

2 

62 

49    ■ 

12 

1 

22 

11    i 

9 

2       : 

28. 


CCMPARISOM  OF  LOST  TlilE  L  HO  LOST  T 

BY 

INDUSTRY 

July  1955  -  June  1956 


Industry 

MtciXT(irAni5T0REstRY" 


ii;e 


Agriculture 
Agricultural  services 
Forestry 

njlOAL  FXTRACTIOri 


l-lETAL    MIMING 

Coal  mihimg 

fiOtJ-METALLIC    HARD-ROCK   MINING 

Rock,  sahd  and  gravel  ouiarrying 
Other  non-metallic  mining,  and  quarrying 
Crude  petroleum  and  iiatural  gas  production 
(Incl.  oil  and  gas  field  contract  services) 

CQMTRACT  CQUc^TRUrTICf! 
General  contractors,  building 
General  cotiTRACTORS,  other  than  building 
Special  trade  contractors 

Structural  steel  erection 

Plltibimg,  heatk'G,  air  conpitioming 

Painting  m<d  paperhanging 

Electrical  contractors 

IIasonry,  sto"ework  plastering,  etc. 

Line  construction  Cele'"tric  or  t.  and  t.) 

RoonriG  and  sheet-metal 

Other  special-trade  contractors 

MANUFACTL'R  IHG 

Food  and  kindred  products 

Heat  products 

Dairy  products 

Fruit  and  vegetable  canning  and  preserving 

Grain  mill  products 

Bakery  products 

Sugar 

Confectionary 

Beveragf.s 

Miscellaneous 
Textile  products 
Lumber  and  wood  products  (except  FURruTURE) 

Logging 

Sawmills  and  planing  mills 

Plyv.iood  and  veneer  plants 

Sash  and  door  (incl.  millwork) 

Other  wood  products 
Furniture  and  fixtures 

Printing,  puclishivg,  and  allied  industries 
Chemicals  and  allied  products 
Petroleum  refinpig 
Leather  products 
Stone,  glass,  and  clay  products 

Cement 

Structural  clay  products 

Concrete,  gypsui  and  plaster  products 

Other  stone,  clay  and  glass  products 

IIeTAL    SMELTir'G,    REFINIVO,    AND    ROLLING 

Fabricated  metal  products 

flACHINERY    and   MACHiriERY    PARTS    (exC.     ELECTRICAL) 

Electrical  machm'ery,  equipment  and  supplies 
Transportation  equipment 
Instruients  and  related  products 
'ilscellaneous  manufsctur ing  industries 


trausportatio;'.  rcir-uriirATii!,  amp  irriLiTiES 

Railway  express  service 


I'lo  Lost 

T  IME 

;LosT  Time 

Undeter 

Total 

Injuries 

:  Injuries 

MINED 

"'I'-n'^  '' 

470 

i filf? 

m 

1 ,096     . 

452 

596 

48 

'  9  ; 

7 

2 

30     ■ 

11 

18 

1 

2  ,,44,0, 

,1  ,044 

;      1,304 

^ 

1,205 

320 

838 

47 

35 

16 

!            13 

1 

151 

116 

1           35 

- 

46 

31 

13 

2 

45 

30 

15 

- 

958 

.531 

385 

42 

3  ,fifig 

?,1,R"5 

\     1,346 

137 

1,315 

720 

547 

48 

1 ,308 

805 

447 

56 

1,042 

658 

351 

33 

60 

35 

25 

- 

322 

217 

91 

14 

47 

23 

23 

1 

156 

113 

38 

5 

138 

70 

66 

2 

53 

25 

25 

3 

130 

82 

44 

4 

139 

95 

1        ,    40 

4 

■s  ?n 

?,P77 

i     7,144 

,  19? 

1,121 

743 

321 

57 

394 

247 

117 

30 

76 

58 

16 

2 

22 

13 

6 

3 

140 

89 

42 

9 

144 

97 

40 

7 

200 

153 

44 

3 

6 

5 

1 

- 

130 

75 

52 

3 

10 

7 

3 

- 

3 

2 

1 

- 

3,034 

1.508 

■■      1,424 

102 

904 

'320 

'562 

22 

1,929 

1,057 

796 

76 

31 

24 

7 

- 

123 

78 

42 

3 

47 

.29 

17 

1 

17 

7 

10 

- 

93 

66 

21 

6 

98 

85 

10 

3 

198 

179 

17 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

157 

102 

50 

5 

42 

37 

4 

1 

15 

8 

6 

1 

82 

49 

30 

3 

18 

8 

10 

- 

311 

64 

236 

11 

95 

53 

37 

5 

28 

24 

4 

- 

4 

3 

1 

— 

37 

26 

10 

1 

9 

7 

2 

— 

9 

8 

1 

■• 

1,1^5 

e7? 

3q3         1 

^ 

24 

12 

12         i 

29. 


CCnPARISOU  OF  LOST  TIME  AIID  WO  LOST  TltiE 

BY 

lilDUSTRY 


wuuT  x:y^-i          ^uiyc  i^-»-' 

No  Lost 

Time 

Injuries 

Lost  Time' 
Injubies,. 

Undeter- 
mined  

i              Industry 

Total 

i  SERVICE 

1 ,3^0   : 
301 

799 

181 

463 

105 

fin  • 

14 

:   Hotels  AtiD  lodging  places 

Personal  services 

Laundries  and  cleaning  services 

116 

72 

42 

2 

Other  persO'IAL  services 

20 

8 

11 

1 

Business  services 

57 

32 

23 

2 

Automobile  repair  services  amd  garages 

247 

167 

67 

13 

Blacksmith,  v/elditig  and  machine  shops 

57 

34 

20 

3 

Other  repair  services 

23 

18 

5 

- 

iioTiot:  pictures 

28 

17 

7 

4 

96 

42 

52 

2 

hedical  and  othe':  HTALTH  SERVICrS 

i'OSPITALS  -  private 

242 

147 

77 

18 

Other  medical  and  health  servicfs,  private 

18 

11 

7 

— 

32 

12 

19 

1  : 

Architects,  engi-ieers,  surveyors,  etc. 

50 

35 

12 

3  . 

Other  professional  services,  etc. 

12 

6 

5 

1  j 

M0!!-PR0riT  MEI-inERSHIP  ORGANIZATIONS 

25 

14 

8 

3  i 

Private  household 

6 

3 

3 

— 

•GOVERf.-iFMT 

1,,=?46 
671 

941 
431 

4q? 
202 

113  \ 
38  i 

State 

;    Prison,  corrective  institutions 

33 

22 

10 

1  i 

Hospitals,  board  of  health 

77 

39 

33 

5  i 

;    Education,  colleges,  urnvERSiTY 

171 

118 

41 

12  i 

i    Fish  and  game,  forestry,  vjater  conservation 

97 

64 

27 

6  ; 

i    Highways  and  parks 

207 

137 

60 

10  ; 

Other  state  ag-mcies 

86 

51 

31 

4  i 

i  Local 

875 

510 

290 

75  : 

j    Police  protection 

88 

58 

21 

9  ; 

j    Fire  pbotection 

49 

35 

12 

2  \ 

:    Education 

209 

126 

68 

15  i 

\         Roads  and  streets,  incl.  shop 

348 

187 

131 

30  i 

i    Hospitals 

23 

16 

5 

2  i 

i    Other 

J'^a 

RP 

ST 

•  ,   17  i 

1                TOTAL                         ; 

20,852 

11 ,897 

:  8 ,045 

910  \ 
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INDUSTRIAL  ACCIDENT  FUND 
PREMIUK  INCOIS  FOR  EACH  FISCAL  YEAR 
1931  -  1956 

Juiie  30th,  1931  $  370,750.72 

June  goth,  1932  328,498.80 

June  30th,  1933  336,662.81 

June  30th,  193^  512,292.02 

June  30th,  1935  920,485.30 

June  30th,  1936  1,005,779.17 

June  30th,  1937               •  1,206,931.11 

June  30th,  1938  1,258,643.67 

June  30th,  1939  1,082,587.32 

June  30th,  1940  1,241,569.01 

June  30th,  1941  1,265,072.17 

June  30th,  1942  1,410,694.61 

June  30th,  1943  1,499,757.23 

June  30th,  1944  1,576,705.31 

June  30th,  1945  1,600,681.99 

June  30th,  1946  1,570,817.12 

June  30th,  1947  1,797,236.47 

June  30th,  1948  1,831,813.07 

June  30th,  1949  1,668,199.90 

June  30th,  1950               "  1,612,628.17 

June  30th,  1951  1,443,679.60 

June  30th,  1952  I,502,6c4.l4 

June  30th,  1953  1,906,159-02 

June  30th,  1954  2,074,812.39 

June  30th,  1955  2,190,484.16 

June  30th,  1956  2,395,716.56 
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COMPANY 

Aetna  Casualty  &  Surety  Co. 

American  Automobile  Insurance  Co. 

American  Casualty  Co. 

American  Mutual  Liability  Insurance  Co. 

Anchor  Casualty  Co. 

Argonaut  Underwriters  Ins.  Co. 

Consolidated  Underwriters 

Continental  Casualty  Co. 

Electric  Mutual  Liability  Insurance  Co. 

Employer's  Fire  Insurance  Co. 

Employer's  Liability  Assurance  Corp. 

Employer's  Mutual  Liability  Insurance  Co. 

Fidelity  &  Casualty  Co.  of  New  York 

Fireman ' s  Fund  Indemnity  Co . 

General  Accident  Fire  &  Life  Assurance  Corp, 

Globe  Indemnity  Co. 

Great  American  Indemnity  Co.  of  Nev;  York 

Hartford  Accident  &  Indemnity  Co. 

Mine  Indemnity  Co. 

Houston  American  Insui-ance  Co. 

Indemnity  Co.  of  North  America 

Industrial  Indemnity  Co. 

Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Co. 

Liberty  National  Insm-ance  Co. 

London  Guarantee  and  Accident  Co. 

Lumberman ' s  Mutual  Casualty  Co . 

Maryland  Casualty  Co. 

Metropolitaji  Casualty  Co. 

National  Automobile  &  Casualty  Co. 

Ne:;  Amsterdam  Casualty  Co. 

Pacific  Employer's  Insurance  Co. 

Pacific  Indemnity  Co. 

Royal  Indemnity  Co. 

St.  Paul  Mercury  Indemnity 

Standard  Accident  Insurance  Co. 

Standard  Insurance  Co . 

Transport  Insurance  Co. 

Travelers  Insurance  Co. 

Truck  Insurance  Exchange 

United  Pacific  Insurance  Co. 

United  States  Fidelity  &  Guarantee  Co. 

Western  National  Indemnity  Co. 

Zvxich  Insurance  Co. 

TOTAL 


TOTAL 

6U 

1 

82 

39 
11 

15 

3 

21 

1 

1 

21 

3^^ 

23 

5h 

li^ 

8 

13 

^7 

k 

3 
6 

2k 

26 

U66 

10 

9 

12 
1 

5 
2 

3 

2 

10 

i6 

U6 

1 

2 

5^ 

36 

2 

37 

2 

11 
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*Tliis  does  not  show  all  companies  authorized  to  va-ite  v/orkmen's  compen- 
sation in  Montana,  only  those  filing  claims. 
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51. 
DEPARTMENT  OF  SAFETY 


Dioring  the  past  fiscal  year  the  Department  of  Safety  has  conducted 
safety  inspections  at  various  places  of  employment  in  the  state,  including 
quartz  (metal)  and  coal  mines;   conductied  inspections  of  high-pressure  and 
steel  toilers;  conducted  examinations  of  applicants  for  engineer  licenses; 
issued  license  renewals  and  conducted  accident  investigations. 

$4,222.50  in  license  fees,  $11,865.00  in  boiler  inspection  fees  and 
$28,728.16  in  safety  inspection  fees  for  a  total  of  $Ui+,728.l6  was  col- 
lected by  the  department.  2916  licenses  and  license-renewals  were  issued; 
198^)-  boiler  inspections  conducted;  44l8  general  safety-inspections  con- 
ducted; 169  lumber  industry  (logging  &  saw-mill)  safety  inspections  con- 
ducted; 5^  quartz  (metal)  mines  inspected;  99  coal-mines  inspected  ajid 
60  investigations  of  serious  and  fatal  accidents  performed.  The  inspection 
personnel  travelled  a  total  of  173>921  miles  throughout  the  state  of 
Montana  in  the  carrying  out  of  their  duties.  The  operation  expenses  of  the 
department  totaled  $60,686.90.  This  total  comprises  the  salaries  and  ex- 
penses of  all  department  personnel  and  does  not  include  the  administrative 
costs  of  stationery,  certificates,  etc.. 

The  problems  and  activities  of  the  Safety  Department  have  increased 
proportionately  with  the  increase  of  industry  and  population  in  the  state. 
Due  to  the  limited  number  of  inspector  personnel  and  the  extensive  territory 
that  each  inspector  has  to  cover,  the  investigation  of  accidents  has,  of 
necessity,  been  almost  confined  entirely  to  those  of  a  fatal  nature. 

The  charts  on  the  following  pages  show  statistically  the  work  of  the 
department  on  a  county  basis.  The  following  paragraphs  give  a  brief  resume 
of  general  activities  within  the  department. 

In  July,  1955  a-  "Logging  &  Saw-Mill"  inspector  was  employed  by  the 
Board  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  safety  inspections  and  promulgating  the 
new  safety  codes  for  that  industry  in  the  state.  His  activities  during  this 
past  fiscal  year  have  been  limited  mainly  to  m.aking  the  Employers  and  Em- 
ployees aware  of  the  provisions  of.  the  code  rather  than  attempting  any  en- 
forcement policy.  The  new  codes  have  been  accepted  almost  without  reserva- 
tion by  most  of  the  major  Employers  in  the  industry.  However,  considerable 
difficulty  has  been  encountered  with  small  contractors.  It  is  believed  that 
the  problems  will  gradually  decrease  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  educa- 
tion and  enforcement  that  the  inspector  can  apply  in  coming  years.  The 
policy  at  the  present  time  is  one  of  education  rather  than  enforcement  and 
will  probably  remain  as  such  during  the  next  fiscal  year. 

In  October,  1955  the  Logging  Inspector  was  sent  to  Chicago,  Illinois 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  a  conference  pertaining  to  "Occupational  Safety 
in  the  V/ood-Products  Industry".  The  conference  was  sponsored  by  the  National 
Safety  Council  and  was  attended  by  safety  representatives  of  the  industry 
from  all  sections  of  the  United  States  and  Canada.  It  was  the  first  time 
that  Montana  has  ever  sent  a  safety  representative,  who  was  well  experienced 
in  the  l\imber  and  logging  industry.  Our  inspector  discussed  and.   compared 
Montajia's  logging  and  saw-mill  cedes  with  those  representatives  from  other 
sections  of  the  country.  It  was  generally  agreed  that  our  problems  would  be 
mainly  in  the  enforcement  of  the  codes  and  the  attempting  to  cover  such  a 
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large  territory  and  industry  with  one  man.  The  Logging  Inspector  did  acquire 
several  new  ideas  on  inspection  technique  and  the  application  of  safety  codes 
which  should  be  of  benefit  to  the  industry  in  general. 

In  September,  1955  the  Coal  Mine  Inspector  attended  a  course  in  "Mine 
Fescue"  at  Denver,  Colorado.  The  course  v/as  sponsored  by  the  Division  of 
Health  and  Safety  of  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Mines  and  introduced  the  latest  in 
equipment  and  technique  concerning  mine-rescue  work. 

In  March,  195^  a  conference  between  representatives  of  several  of  the 
major  oil  companies  and  inspectors  from  the  Industrial  Accident  Board  took 
place  in  the  Senate  Chamber  of  the  State  Capital  Building.  There  were  basi- 
cally two  purposes  the  Board  hoped  to  accomplish  in  the  scheduling  of  this 
particular  conference.  First,  it  was  believed  that  the  safety  inspectors 
would  benefit  greatly  by  being  able  to  talk  personally  to  representatives 
of  the  oil  companies  and  to  determine  some  of  the  problems  that  the  com- 
panies were  confroned  with  in  maintaining  a  high  degree  of  safety  in 
their  various  operations.  Secondly,  it  was  believed  that  it  would  be  of 
benefit  to  the  oil  companies  to  meet  and  talk  with  the  state  inspectors, 
of  the  safety  provisions  of  the  V/orkmen's  Compensation  Act.  The  conference 
was  carried  out  in  an  inform.al  manner  with  the  understanding  that  the 
Industrial  Accident  Board  was  not  attempting  at  that  time  to  establish 
"safety  orders"  concerning  the  Petroleum  Industry;  but  that  the  decisions 
reached  would  be  used  as  a  basis  for  the  state  inspectors  to  make  recom- 
mendations on  fut-Lire  inspections.  Tliis  conference  was  unanimously  considered 
a  success  by  all  concerned.  It  is  anticipated  that  future  conferences  of 
a  similar  nature  will  be  held  with  several  of  the  various  industries  in 
the  state. 

In  May,  1956  our  general  safety  inspector  attended  the  "Governor's 
Conference  on  Fire  Prevention".  While  this  conference  was  not  directly 
concerned  with  the  activities  of  the  safety  department,  it  was  believed 
that  the  inspectors  would  profit  by  the  discussions  and  ideas  on  fire 
prevention  that  would  be  scheduled.  The  inspectors  gained  a  clearer  idea 
of  correct  procedures  and  problems  of  fire  prevention  on  both  a  community 
and  a  state  basis. 

In  June,  195^  the  Board  was  notified  that  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Labor 
had  scheduled  another  conference  in  connection  with  the  previously  mentioned 
President's  Conference.  Representatives  of  all  of  the  states  were  invited. 
The  primary  reason  for  the  conference  was  stated  as  "to  discuss  and  attempt 
to  determine  ways  and  means  of  instituting  industrial  safety  procedures  through 
state  agencies"  This  v/as  the  first  time  an  informal  conference  of  this  nature 
had  ever  been  heldly  the  Labor  Department  on  a  national  scale.  It  was 
considered  by  all  who  attended  to  have  been  extremely  successful.  This  success 
was  due  to  primarily,  the  fact  that  it  was  conducted  in  an  informal  manner. 
All  representatives  discussed  various  problems  freely  and  openly  and  received 
suggestions  'and  ideas  in  the  same  manner.   The  Safety  Division  of  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Labor  informed  those  at  the  conference  that,  because  of  the  out- 
standing approval  and  success  of  the  conference,  a  similar  one  would  be  scheduled 
during  the  next  year.   In  a  general  discussion  concerning  Montana's  position  in 
the  national  safety  picture,  it  was  generally  agreed  that  Montana  has  a  con- 
siderable way  to  go  in  order  to  achieve  the  same  level  in  Industrial  Safety 
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that  some  other  states  have  achieved;  but  that  Montana 'was  accomplishing  a 
steady  progress. 

In  June,  19?6  the  Quartz  Mine  Inspector  and  the  Coal  Mine  Inspector  attend- 
ed a  conference  of  the  "The  Mine  Inspectors  Institute"  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 
This  conference  concerned  the  latest  techniques  in  mine  inspection  and  included 
a  general  discussion  of  safety  problems  in  the  mining  industry. 

In  June,  195^  an  additional  Boiler-Inspector  was  employed  by  the  Board, 
bringing  the  total  of  State  Boiler-Inspectors  to  three.  The  addition  of  an 
additional  inspector  was  made  necessary  by  the  steady  increase  of  industry 
in  the  state  during  the  past  few  years.   It  was  definitely  determined  that, 
during  the  past  two  years,  two  inspectors  were  not  able  to  inspect  all  of  the 
new  boilers  coming  into  the  state  and  were  not  able  to  conduct  license  examin- 
ations I'or  all  applicants.  This  deficiency  in  our  staff  not  only  imposed  a 
hardship  on  individuals  desiring  to  secure  employment  as  boiler  engineers  but 
also  created  a  steady  downward  trend  in  the  department's  ability  to  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Boiler  Code. 

In  June,  1956  the  Board  appointed  a  committee  representing  Industry,  Labor 
and  the  General  Public  to  promulgate  a  minimum  set  of  standards  for  safety  in 
the  Construction  Industry.  This  comjnittee  was  appointed  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  193  of  the  Session  Laws  of  Montana,  1951  which  vests  the 
Industrial  Accident  Board  with  the  power  to  promulgate  Codes  of  Safety  for 
places  of  employment  in  the  State  of  Montana.  The  Committee  held  one  meeting 
during  the  period  of  this  report. 

Also,  during  the  period  of  this  report,  the  department  has  spent  consider- 
able time  and  effort  in  conducting  special  inspections  and  surveys  in  the  Meat 
Packing  Industry.  Early  in  the  year  all  of  the  general  safety  inspectors  con- 
ducted group  inspections  on  the  major  meat  packers  in  the  state.  This  was 
done  to  more  closely  familiarise  the  inspectors  with  hazards  of  that  particular 
industry,  to  compare  one  plant  with  another  and  to  enable  the  inspectors  to  . 
benefit  by  each  others  ideas.  The  group  inspections  have  been  followed  up  by 
each  inspector  conducting  inspections  on  the  packers  in  his  territory  at  three 
to  four  month  intervals.  It  v/as  explained  to  the  employers  of  this  industry 
that  the  purpose  of  these  inspections  was  to  attempt  to  acquaint  them  with  the 
safe-guards  and  safety  procedures  that  other  employers  in  the  same  industry  were 
employing.  The  program  has  net  with  cooperation  from  the  employers  concerned 
and  is  considered  as  successful. 
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Bureau  of  Safety 
Summary  of 
Inspections 
July  1955-June]  1956 
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Buttep .Montana 
August  .30,  ,1956 


Industrial  Accident  Board 
Helena,  Montana 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Quartz  Mining  Laws  of  the 
State  of  Montana,  I  repectfully  submit  my  report  as  Quartz  Mine  Inspector 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1956. 

Activity  in  the  Mining  Industry  has  "been  continually  on  the  up-swing 
dijring  the  entire  fiscal  year.  Statistics  concerning  my  inspections  and 
investigations  are  contained  in  the  charts  foxmd  in  the  preceeding  pages  of 
this  puhlication.  A  hrief  suinration  of.  happenings  in  the  industry  are  as 
follows : 

Senior  students,  aajoring  in  geology  or  petroleum  at  the  School  of 
Mines,  took  "Mine-Rescue"  training  at  the  Travona  Mine  Rescue  Station  in 
Butte  during  the  month  of  March,  1956.  All  sophomore  engineering  students 
received  a  course  of  instruction  in  first-aid  during  this  same  period. 

The  U.  S.  Atomic  Energy  Commission  announced  plans  to  open  a  field 
office  in  Billings  this  year  to  supervise  prospecting  for  radioactive 
elements  in  that  area.  The  Bureau  of  Mines,  in  cooperation  with  the 
U.  S.  Geological  Survey  Department,  drilled  holes  totaling  more  than 
6,000  feet  from  9  surface  and  8  under-ground  sites  in  a  Manganese-Explor- 
ation operation. 

Drilling  and  development  work  has  disclosed  an  entirely  new  concept 
in  the  Butte  District.  It  will  be  necessary  to  construct  at  least  a 
thotisand  new  homes  to  house  the  addition  of  2500  men  to  Butte  Pay-roils 
by  the  end  of  I96O.  This  was  in  connection  with  the  annovincement  of  a 
36  million  dollar  mining  and  development  program  for  Montana  copper  and 
zinc  operations. 

Production  of  ore  from  the  "Berkley"  open-pit  mine  has  constantly 
accelerated  to  the  extent  that  it  will  probably  reach  10,000  tons  per 
day  by  mid-1957. 

Plans  for  a  new  shaft,  similar  in  size  to  the  Kelley  shaft,  were 
also  announced.  This  shaft  would  be  constructed  to  reach  the  lovrer  levels 
of  some  of  the  original  mines  on  Butte  Hill. 

Construction  continued  to  go  forward  for  increased  plant  facilities 
at  Anaconda  and  Great  Falls  as  well  as  the  planning  of  an  open-pit  copper 
mining  operation  to  be  located  12  miles  south  of  Missoula. 

Dedication  ceremonies  for  a  new  aluminum-reduction  plant  at  Great 
Falls  were  held  in  August  1955.  It  was  estimated  that  the  plant  would 
eventually  reach  a  production  rate  of  120  million  poiuids  annually. 
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The  construction,  of  a  new  ICO-ton  gold  mill  was  completed  near  Lan- 
duskey  in  Phillips  countyi  The  machinery  had  previously  been  trucked  into 
the  mountain  location. 

The  discovery  of  a  hitherto  unknown  gold-silver-lead  ore  body  was 
announced  at  a  Ic-'.ation  near  Troy  in  Lincoln  County.  If  further  ore 
disclosures  warrant  it,  a  100-ton  mill  on  the  property  will  be  enlarged. 

Preparations  were  commenced  to  start  mining  iron-ore  on  the  "Running 
Wolf"  range  of  Judith  Basin  County  about  75  miles  southeast  of  Great  Falls. 

Preliminary  drilling  on  an  iron-ore  deposit  near  Dillon  in  Beaverhead 
County,  indicated  estimated  reserves  of  k2  million  tons  with  a  possibility 
that  the  deposit  might  develop  several  million  tons  of  ore. 

The  production  of  treated  talc  commenced  at  a  new  location  near  Dillon 
in  Beaverhead  County.   The  mill  will  be  treating  about  150  tons  of  crude 
talc  daily  when  operations  reach  full  capacity. 

The  Vermiculite  open-pit  mine,  located  northeast  of  Libby,  continued 
to  be  the  Nation's  leading  producer  of  Vermiculite. 

The  employers  and  employees  of  the  mining  industry  have  continued  to 
show  their  desire  to  improve  the  working  conditions  and  working  practices 
of  the  mining  industry.  For  their  co-operation  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks. 


/s/  William  Trevenna 

State  Quartz  Mine  Inspector. 
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Red  Lodge,  Montana 
August  10,  1956 

Industrial  Accident  Board 
Helena,  Montana 

Gentlemen: 

In  accordance  vlth  the  provisions  of  the  State  Coal -Mining  Code,  I 
here\/ith  submit  my  report  as  State  Coal  Mine  Inspector  for  the  fiscal  yesLr 
ending  June  30^  195^ 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 

■  The  total  tonnage  ^rorked  shows  a  decrease  of  33^^216.65  tons  from 
the  195^-55  total.   This  is  due  mostly  to  the  curtailment  of  production 
at  the  Northwestern  Improvement  Company  Mine  at  Colstrip. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Char  Plant  which  is  being  constructed  at  Red 
Lodge  by  the  Kol-Kruds  Conrpany  and  the  power  plant  which  is  being  con- 
structed at  Sidney  by  the  Montana -Dakota  Utilities  Company  will  bring 
about  an  increase  in  coal  production  in  Montana.  However,  v;e  realize 
that  the  Char  plant  is  more  or  less  in  an  experimental  stage,  and  may 
take  several  years  to  make  itself  felt  in  the  over-all  industry. 

Although  we  had  two  bad  "roof  fall"  accidents  in  the  State  in  the 
past  year,  we  xrere  fortunate  in  not  having  a  fatal  accident  in  the  coal 
mines.  The  absence  of  a  fatality  in  this  hazardous  industry  is  mute 
evidence  that  the  cooperation  and  efforts  of  all  persons  concerned  can 
reduce  injuries  or  deaths  to  a  minimum. 

Each  coal  mine  in  the  State  is  inspected  by  the  Coal  Mine  Inspectors 
of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Mines  in  close  cooperation  with  the  State 
Coal  Mine  Inspector  for  the  promotion  of  safety  in  the  coal  m.ines  of  the 
State. 
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Respectfully  submitted, 

/s/  Lor en  H.  Newman 

State  Coal  Mine  Inspector 


59. 


DATA  OF  THE  INDUSTRY 


Number  or  Mines  Reporting  

Bitiij.iinous  Mines  -  MechcLni'i,ed 


-^3 


Nujnber  of  tons  produced 
Value  of  coal  at  iiiines 
Nvii.ber  of  men  employed 
Average  days  worked 
Perraissible  pov/der  rised 
Black  powder  used 
/Amount  of  coal  blasted  b;. 


cardox  or  airdox 


BitujTiincus 
Number   of  tons  produced 
Value  of  coal  at  mines 
Nuxiiber  of  men  emp loved 
Average  days  worked 
Black  po\jder  used 
Permissible  powder  v.sed 


Hand  Mining- 


Li  Gni  t  e  -Under  3.-  ound 


Nv:.;ber  of  tons  prcd;iced 
Value  of  coal  at  iiii.ies 
Number  of  men  emplG;>'ed 
.Iverare  days  ^/-'jrkcd 
PerriL"i.ss_ble  powder  vsed 
Black  powder  used 


Strip  Mines  -  Lignite 


Nuiiiber  of  tons  prodvced 
Vcvlue  of  coal  at  miuas 
Nimo'er  of  men  employed 
Averace  days  'worked 
Black  po\;der  used 
Dynamite  used 

Fatal  Accidents  all  Coal  Mines 

Total  tonage  produced  all  i.iines 
Total  value  of  coal  at  mines 


1+20,001.28 

tons 

$2,210,6Ui:-.97 

301 

151 

i^5,6i+5 

lbs. 

10,i+50 

li'S  . 

115,hkk.k6 

tons 

6,751.85 

tons 

$^0,176.38 

28 

90 

3,160 

lbs. 

U,570 

lbs. 

29,090.50 

tons 

$113,263.15 

36 

108 

13A50 

lbs. 

17,790 

lbs. 

621,661 

tons 

$1,258,630.50 

76 

60.5 

690 

-in 
JL'J3. 

153,600 

lbs. 

0 

1,077,50U.63 
$3,622,715.00 


